CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
courses must be left clear for the space of at least a pertica legalis on
either side, in order to permit of the hauling of barges.
4. Money and the Monetary Circulation
The Roman gold solidus, adjusted by Constantine, was the
monetary unit throughout the Empire at the time of the invasions.1
This monetary system, which had long been known to the Bar-
barians, thanks to the subsidies which they had received from the
Empire, was preserved by them unchanged.
In none of die countries occupied by them do we find that
there was at first any change whatever in the currency. Indeed,
the Germanic kings continued to strike coins bearing the effigies
of the Emperors.2
Nothing attests more clearly the persistence of the economic
unity of the Empire. It was impossible to deprive it of the benefit
of monetary unity. Until the cataclysm which occurred in the
time of the Carolingians, the Greek Orient, like the Occident
conquered by the Germans, adhered as a whole to the gold mono-
metallism which had been that of the Empire. The Syrian navi-
gators, on disembarking in the ports of the Tyrrhenian Sea, found
there the currency to which they had been accustomed in the ports of
the Aegean Sea. What is more, the new Barbarian kingdoms adopted,
in their coinage, the changes introduced in the Byzantine currency.3
There were, of course, bronze and silver coins, but we cannot
agree with Dopsch4 that their existence is evidence of the intro-
1	The gold solldus of Constantine weighed 448 gr.; 72 went to the
pound. The gold value of the solidus was 15 11:43. e. stein, Geschichte de$
Spatromischen Reiches, Vienna, 1928, vol. I, p. 177.
2	gunnar mickwitz, Geld und Wirtschaft im Romischen Reich des IV.
Jahrhunderts nach Christi, Helsingfors, 1932, concludes, p. 190, that it is im-
possible to regard the 4th century as a century of Natwalwirtschaft.
8 When at the end of the 6th century the Cross replaced the Victory on the
Imperial coins, the mints of Marseilles, and then the other mints, followed
this example. m. prou, Catalogue des monnaies mfrovingiennes de la Biblhtheque
Nationale, Paris, 1892, p. Ixxxv.	•
- * A. dopsch, Die Wirtschaftsentwcklung der Karolingerzeit, vornehmlich*in
Deutschland, vol. II, 2nd ed., 1922, p. 300.
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